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Bohai Bay Rim 
 

The Bohai Bay Rim (BBR) is also known as Bohai Eco-
nomic Rim (BER), it is a term used to describe the eco-
nomic inland trade zone surrounding Beijing, Tianjin, Da-
lian, and Shenyang. It also includes areas that surround 
the Bohai sea. This emerging region is rising as one of 
Northern economic power house and will rival the Pearl 
and Yangtze River deltas. 
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The Bohai bay Rim is one of the most prosperous economic areas in the north of 
China. Beijing is played a leading role in the BBR given the capital's phenomenal 
growth in recent years. There are five advantages of the Bohai bay rim, including 
developed and convenient transportation, strong industrial, scientific, technological 
and educational base. The Bohai Economic Rim is expected to be a new engine of 
growth for the Chinese economy over the next decade. 

Overview of Bohai Bay Rim  

Bohai Bay Rim 
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Beijing is not only a metropolis in northern China but 
the capital of the People's Republic of China. It is 
China's second largest city and cultural and political 
center, its economy is based on the high-end manu-
facturing and service sectors, especially the tourism, 
media and IT industries. 
 
 GDP: 1,600.0 B RMB  POP: 20.2 M 

Beijing 

The sixth largest city of the People's Republic of 
China in terms of urban population. It  is China’s 
northern manufacturing centre. Tianjin's export vol-
ume almost  doubles that  of  Beijing.  Many multi-
national firms (such as Motorola and Samsung) have 
set up operations in Tianjin. 
   
                 GDP: 1,119.0 B RMB  POP: 13 M 

Tianjin 

Dalian is China’s 5th largest port city and the 
largest in northern China. Its mainstay indus-
try include petroleum chemistry, manufactur-
ing,  shipbuilding,  electronics  and  IT,  this 
bring in many foreign direct investment. 
  

GDP: 515.0 B RMB  POP: 6.7 M 

Dalian & Shenyang 

Overview of Bohai Bay Rim  

Shenyang is the capital of Liaoning province 
in Northeast China. In 2003, the Chinese 
government  initiated  a  program  called 
“Northeast Area Revitalization plan”, it intro-
duced software, electronics, auto manufac-
turing, and electronic industries into this city. 
  

GDP: 501.5 B RMB  POP: 7.2 M 

Bohai Bay Rim 
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Beijing’s GDP grew by 8.1% between 2010 and 2011, which was well below its aver-
age rate of last year, and become the lowest growing rates among the four cities. 
 
With 1,119.0 billion Yuan of GDP, and a growth rate of 16.4%, Tianjin is the fastest 
growing region amongst the four cities of Bohai Bay Rim. Dalian and Shenyang are the 
second and third respectively. Although Beijing is the slowest growing city in terms of 
GDP, it has the highest total GDP and GDP per capita among the four cities, this is 
benefited from its large population. 

Bohai Bay Rim — Quick Facts 

Bohai Bay Rim 

 Beijing Tianjin Dalian Shenyang 

GDP 1,600.0 B 1,119.0 B 515.0 B 501.5 B 

Population 20.2 M 13 M 6.7 M 7.2 M 

GDP per capita 17,653 12,639 11,994 10,098 

Growth 8.1% 16.4% 15.2% 14.0% 

After all these years of development, 
the Bohai Bay Rim is becoming a sig-
nificant growth region for the automo-
bile, electronics, and petroleum chemis-
try sectors.  
 
For instance, with Shenyang's automo-
bile, software, and aircraft industry, Da-
lian was able to attract huge amount of 
foreign investments in manufacturing. 

 
This energy bases and the transportation 
channels boosts development in the auto-
mobile, electronics and high-tech Indus-
tries. 
 
These  industries  definitely  emphasized 
for the future, and the Bohai Bay Rim will 
be the seat of major investments for years 
to come. 

Year 2011 
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Beijing's nominal GDP was 1,411.4 billion RMB in 2010, a year-on-year growth of 
16.1% from the previous year. And Beijing is one of the most developed cities in China 
with tertiary industry accounting for 75.1% of its GDP. This indicate that Beijing have 
already entered a post industrial phase. Beijing's economic development is primarily 
based on the tertiary industry and high value-added high-tech industry, not heavy in-
dustry which demand for relatively large capital investment. 
 
On the other hand, Beijing also have strong petroleum chemistry, electronics manufac-
turing, and automobile industries. Thus the heavy industry constitutes a big percentage 
of gross industrial output value. 

Beijing — Economic indicators 

Bohai Bay Rim 

Economic indicators Units 2010 2009 2008 

I. Population and labor force     

    Total household population at the end of the year 
Million 
RMB 

19.6 17.6 17.0 

    Employed people at the end of the year 
Million 
RMB 

10.3 10.0 9.8 

       #Number of workers and employees in urban units 
Million 
RMB 

9.1 8.6 8.1 

II. Economic aggregate     

    Gross domestic product (GDP) 
Billion 
RMB 

1,411.4 1,215.3 1,111.5 

    Primary industry 
Billion 
RMB 

12.4 11.8 11.3 

    Second industry 
Billion 
RMB 

338.8 285.6 262.6 

       #Industry 
Billion 
RMB 

276.4 230.3 213.2 

       Tertiary industry 
Billion 
RMB 

1,060.1 917.9 837.6 

    GDP per capita 
RMB/ 

Person 
75,943 70,452 66,797 

III. Agricultural production     

    Gross output value of agriculture, forestry, animal hus-
bandry and fishery 

Billion 
RMB 

32.8 31.5 30.4 

IV. Industry     

    Gross industrial output value 
Billion 
RMB 

1,370.0 1,103.9 1,041.3 

       Light industry 
Billion 
RMB 

200.0 176.7 167.4 

       Heavy industry 
Billion 
RMB 

1170.0 927.2 873.9 
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Tianjin — Quick Facts 

Bohai Bay Rim 

Indicators 2010 2009 2008 

CPI  3.9% -6.6% 2.7% 

Services -1.4 -5.1 8.9 

PPI of raw materials, fuel & power 21.9% -27.2% 21.9 

PPI for manufactured products 7.8 -8.9 3.6 

In terms of the consumer price index (CPI) and producer price index (PPI), as we can 
see from the above table, the CPI and the PPI in 2010 both saw a higher-than-
expected positive growth compared to the previous year, these positive figures elimi-
nated last year’s deflation, however, the excessive growth rate also is a warning of a 
potential inflation. 

The latest figures show that the import 
and  export  volume  of  Tianjin  Port 
reaches 84.67 billion USD and 79.44 
billion USD, respectively. This indicate 
a strong trade capacity. 
 
Tianjin's strengths are shipping, aircraft 
manufacturing, and logistics. Its deep-
water port facilitating inland communi-
cations, and it is near Beijing, which is 
the administrative capital of China. 
 
Given its strong logistics, most foreign-
ers see Tianjin as a gateway to the 
inland regions. For this reason, notable 
foreign investors have pouring into the 
city, including Samsung, Motorola, Toy-
ota,  Matsushita  Electric  (Panasonic), 
GlaxoSmithKline, Coca-Cola and Nes-
tle. 
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Dalian and Shenyang — Economic indicators 

Bohai Bay Rim 

Dalian maintained a continuous high in-
crease in GDP over recent years. In 2011, 
the city's GDP reaching RMB515 billion, 
while its GDP per capita hit RMB11,994. 
 
Dalian Port is a very important center for 
international trade, including both heavy 
and light industries. Since Dalian empha-
sized the development of the IT industry 
in the early 1990s, it became an important 
center for information technology offshor-
ing and business process outsourcing. 
 
Many  Japanese  manufacturing  compa-
nies established their business in Dalian 
Hi-Tech Zone and Dalian Software Park, 
such as Canon, Mitsubishi Electric, Nidec, 
Sanyo Electric and Toshiba. Dalian is now 
an  increasingly  important  software  ex-
porter to Japan. 

In order to draw in major investment, 
the central government launched a de-
velopment plan to stimulate the eco-
nomic growth of  Shenyang.  Together 
with other 7 neighboring cities (Anshan, 
Fushun, Benxi, Yingkou, Fuxin, Liaoy-
ang and Tieling), the “Shenyang Eco-
nomic Zone” was established in April 
2010. 
 
However, as a inland city, Shenyang’s 
foreign trade capacity still lagged be-
hind Dalian in terms of imports and ex-
ports. 

Dalian 

Shenyang 

 Units Dalian Shenyang 

Fixed Asset Investment Billion RMB 508.43  500.60  

Utilized Foreign Direct Investment Billion USD 10.03  5.05  

Imports Billion USD 24.72  3.78  

Exports Billion USD 27.39  4.08 
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